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WHAT WE CAN LEARN FROM THE AIRLINE INDUSTRY

Child abuse is 
catastrophic!



WHAT WE CAN LEARN FROM THE AIRLINE INDUSTRY

Review Safety 
Guidelines 
regularly



Partnering With You
Our Ministry: We protect the ministries

of the Seventh-day Adventist® Church with insurance 
and risk management solutions.





What is sexual abuse 
of children?

• It is a sexual act against a minor 
(under 18-year-olds). 

• Sexual abuse of a child always 
harms their physical, mental, 
emotional, and spiritual health.



Two Types of sexual 
abuse 
Contact abuse

• This can range from inappropriate 
touching to rape and is never 
accidental. 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/child-sexual-abuse/ 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/child-sexual-abuse/


Contact abuse includes:

• Sexual touching of any part of a 
child's body, whether they're 
clothed or not

• using a body part or object to rape 
or penetrate a child

• forcing a child to take part in sexual 
activities

• making a child undress or touch 
someone else.

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/child-sexual-abuse/ 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/child-sexual-abuse/


Two Types of sexual 
abuse 
Non-contact abuse

• A child is abused without being 
touched by the abuser. This can be 
in person or online.

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/child-sexual-abuse/ 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/child-sexual-abuse/


Non-contact abuse includes:

• Exposing or flashing

• showing pornography

• exposing a child to sexual acts

• making them masturbate

• forcing a child to make, view or share 
child abuse images or videos

• making, viewing or distributing child 
abuse images or videos

• forcing a child to take part in sexual 
activities or conversations online or 
through a smartphone.

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/child-sexual-abuse/ 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/child-sexual-abuse/


Does it really happen 
within our churches?



Our Duty in Three Goals

Show
God’s love. 

Keep our 
children safe.

Ensure that sexual abuse 
of children is prevented, 
but if it happens, is dealt 
with swiftly and decisively 
and that law enforcement 

is involved.



Four Steps 
to Protect 

Children from 
Sexual Abuse



Understand the potential risks during church activities. When 
going to camps, outings or in the regular church activities every 
week.

• Appropriate supervision
• Isolated areas
• Lack of policies
• Reluctance to report
• Overemphasis on forgiveness
• Ignorance or Denial

FOUR STEPS TO PROTECT CHILDREN FROM SEXUAL ABUSE

1 | Identify the Risks



Once you acknowledge and identify the risks, think of ways to 
minimise them.

The Adventist Church is concerned about safeguarding children. 

FOUR STEPS TO PROTECT CHILDREN FROM SEXUAL ABUSE

2 | Minimise the Risk



FOUR STEPS TO PROTECT CHILDREN FROM SEXUAL ABUSE

2 | Minimise the risk

Church should be a safe place to bring our children. 
Everyone involved with children who are minors must 
meet all Church and legal standards and 
requirements. In order to safeguard our children, 
churches are encouraged to adopt policies that would 
provide a measure of safety and protection for 
children. (Chapter 9 Notes – Safeguarding Children)



• Two-Adult Policy
• Open Door
• Volunteer Screening
• Six-month Policy
• Training

5 
Policies

FOUR STEPS TO PROTECT CHILDREN FROM SEXUAL ABUSE



It is important to talk about 
appropriate touch. 

All should know the position of our 
church regarding the protection of 
our children. 

FOUR STEPS TO PROTECT CHILDREN FROM SEXUAL ABUSE

3 | Open communication



Being vigilant is being prudent 

a. Stay vigilant to
• emotional and behavioural signs 
• physical signs

FOUR STEPS TO PROTECT CHILDREN FROM SEXUAL ABUSE

4 | Stay vigilant



FOUR STEPS TO PROTECT CHILDREN FROM SEXUAL ABUSE

4 | Stay vigilant
Emotional and Behavioural Signs include:

• Avoiding being alone with or frightened of people or 
a person they know.

• Language or sexual behaviour you wouldn't expect 
them to know.

• Having nightmares or bed-wetting.

• Alcohol or drug misuse.



FOUR STEPS TO PROTECT CHILDREN FROM SEXUAL ABUSE

4 | Stay vigilant
• Self-harm.

• Changes in eating habits or developing an eating problem.

• Changes in their mood, feeling irritable and angry, or 
anything out of the ordinary.

• Change in normal behaviour for the child, for example 
suddenly not attending education or avoiding wanting to 
go home/running away.



FOUR STEPS TO PROTECT CHILDREN FROM SEXUAL ABUSE

4 | Stay vigilant
Physical Signs include:

• Bruises
• Bleeding, discharge, pains or soreness in their genital or 

anal area
• Sexually transmitted infections
• Difficulty in walking/sitting that are not usual for the child
• Pregnancy



b.  to disclosing attempts. 

• Sense of shame, loyalty to the abuser
• Fear of not being believed or 
• Fear of negative consequences to them or to their 

family 

FOUR STEPS TO PROTECT CHILDREN FROM SEXUAL ABUSE

4 | Stay vigilant



If a child talks to you about sexual abuse it’s important to:

• listen carefully to what they're saying

• allow them to talk freely 

• let them know they've done the right thing by telling you

• say you take them seriously

FOUR STEPS TO PROTECT CHILDREN FROM SEXUAL ABUSE

4 | Stay vigilant



• don't confront the alleged abuser

• report what the child has told you as soon as possible

• decide if they need medical attention

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/child-sexual-abuse/ 

FOUR STEPS TO PROTECT CHILDREN FROM SEXUAL ABUSE

4 | Stay vigilant

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/child-sexual-abuse/


c. regarding behaviour / grooming

Grooming is a process that involves the offender building a 
relationship with a child, and sometimes with their wider family, 
gaining their trust and a position of power over the child, in 
preparation for abuse.

Child Exploitation and Online Protection CEOP, 2022

FOUR STEPS TO PROTECT CHILDREN FROM SEXUAL ABUSE

4 | Stay vigilant



a. Support the parents in educating their children about their bodies, 
boundaries, and consent.

b. Stay informed about their activities and online interactions to 
ensure their safety.

c. Encourage open communication, teach children to recognise 
inappropriate behaviour, and establish a trusting relationship so 
they feel comfortable sharing concerns.

d. If you suspect abuse, report it to the appropriate authorities.

FOUR STEPS TO PROTECT CHILDREN FROM SEXUAL ABUSE

Become pro-active in protecting children



Make a child protection 
plan and enforce it

Prevention plan
ARM website — adventistrisk.org — Click on Safety Resources and scroll 
down to the Child Protection section 



SEVEN STEPS TO PROTECT CHILDREN FROM SEXUAL ABUSE

5 | Prevention plan



SEVEN STEPS TO PROTECT CHILDREN FROM SEXUAL ABUSE

5 | Prevention plan



SEVEN STEPS TO PROTECT CHILDREN FROM SEXUAL ABUSE



SEVEN STEPS TO PROTECT CHILDREN FROM SEXUAL ABUSE



Our Church – A Safe Place

Proverbs 27:12

A prudent person foresees 

danger and takes 

precautions…



Our Church – A Safe Place

Our duty is to embody 

Christ's love in every 

interaction 



Let us stand united in our commitment to creating 
safe spaces for the children in our churches



Our ministry 
is to protect 
your ministry.

This presentation and any materials distributed are 
general information which is fact or research based but 
should not, under any circumstances, be considered 
specific legal advice regarding a particular matter or 
subject. Please consult your local attorney if you would 
like to discuss how a local jurisdiction deals with any 
specific circumstances you may be facing. For risk 
management issues, please consult your ARM Account 
Executive or other risk management professional.

Copyright © 2023 Adventist Risk Management,® Inc. All rights reserved.
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